By Kathy Marvier
Shell Beach Brarych Librar

H OW TO START_ - San Luis Obispo City-€ounty Librar

Consider the size of your branch and the profile of your adult patrons.

Are you part of a consotium? A multi-stoy main library? A neighborhood
branch? A small rural single-stdflibrary?

Are you open daily? Several days a week? Only once a week?

Are your adult patrons mostly elderly?00ng retirees? Busy working adults?
Stay-at-home moms or dads?

How much of your staff time/budget is available for an ASRP

Do you have a Friends of the Librgror other civic group which will sponsor
an ASRP- either financially or with volunteer help?

KEEP IT SIMPLE
THE FIRST YEAR

CHOOSE A THEME...

“Get a Clue @ Yur Library” can be adapted in several ways.
1 Forensics/Tue Crime/Unsolved Mysteries

2 Mystery Novels

3 “Get a Clue about (a specific subject) @oMr Library” .—

California Summer Reading Program - wwswmmerreading.cla-net.org -PAGEL



MAKE UP THE RULES!

How many books must a reader complete? In what specific categories? Does he need
to “try a new genre? (Here’s a good oppdunity to encourage change). Does he need
to review each book? Will there be a reading log, a game card or simple coupons?
Can the reader enter online or only within the libraf?

WILL THERE BE GAMES?
OR SPECIAL PROGRAMS?

Put a large jar in a conspicuous area. Each book read=one item in the.j#rusing
(milk) bones, donate them to an animal rescue program at the end.

Draw a life-sized body outline. Fill in with a bone for each book read.

Will there be any special programs dered? What programs? Daytimes or evenings?

PRIZES...

This is a BIGGIE!!! Evgone wants to know what they’ll win!
Will all finishers get a cetificate? Will eveyone win something or will there be random
drawings? How often will the drawings be? \&ekly? A grand prize winner at the end

of the program? Do you want to post the names of winners or does your community
have privacy issues?

SUGGESTED PRIZES...

Everone likes food!!

Donations /coupons / discounts from local businesses /theaters
Gift baskets donated by stdfor FOL groups

Cettificates for cofee at your FOL Cdke Catt or Library Cafe

Coupons for a discount in your FOL Store or book sale
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Trader Joe’s $40 gift baskets for non-profit groups.

Locations: http://www.traderjoes.com/locations.asp
Donation Guidelines: http://www.traderjoes.com/donation_info.html

Check out local Dollar Storesesday Moming, Michaels ($1 bins)

STAFF INCENTIVES...

Staff sign up patrons in rotating shifts.
Staff wins prize for most patrons enrolled or completed.
Staff wins prize if their enrollee wins a prize.

Winning branch gets cookies baked by libray director.

ADVERTISE
OR NOT..

Especially for your first yeardo you want to
advertise publicly or just encourage your in-
house patrons to paticipate.

WHEN IT'S
OVER...

Evaluate your success.
Send postcards to each parcipant the following year
This confers “preferred patron” status.

Thank all of your prize donors both by letter and publicly
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Stacks of Clues

Bones in the Bookshelves Game
http://www .summerreading.cla-net.org/evidencefun.html

FORENSICS/TRUE...
CRIME/UNSOLVED MYSTERIES...

Who's your Police Depatment’s “Community
Relations”person?

Ask for help, supplies or PD, SO, Corongr
or Forensic experto do a program.

Use fingerprint cards for reading logs
(pre-made or fingerprint your patrons)

Have a special program on fingerprinting.
Use evidence envelopes as reading logs.

Have staf bring in “evidence” (weekly? monthly?and have microscopes
set up for patrons to guess.

Use small prizes for correct guesses?
Ask a detective or crime repder to speak about local unsolved crimes.

Have a treasure hunt for (milk)bones and assemble a skeleton on a
large piece of foam core.

Have a treasure hunt in the librar. (Where are the true crime books found?
Where did Lizzie Borden live? Hide (milk)bones behind the 364s and Mass.
travel books.) Bones can be numbered and patrons must find all of them to

be entered for a prize.

Hold a movie night with true crime movies.
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MYSTERY NOVELS

Use fingerprint cards for reading logs (pre-made or fingerprint your patrons).
Encourage patrons to ¥ new genres of mysteries.

Make special (weekly?) displays of mysteries by genre (culipaCalifornia
writers, British, historical, “Read a Holmes”, shostories, etc.

Invite a mystey author to speak.
Ask a local mystey bookstore to coordinate a program with you.
Ask a local mystey dinner-theater for a special program (list attached).

Sponsor an Alfred Hitchcock movie night/series. (108birthday was 8/13)

Hitchcock 1p Sheet, Resources

and Printables Online at:
http://www .summerreading.cla-net.org/hitch.html
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“GET A CLUE @ YOUR LIBRARY”

About people (local historical figures, community leaders, biographies)

About places (Mysterious Califana, exotic locales, etc.)

About things (antiques, recycling, nature, science, unexplained things like UFOs,
maps, treasure, etc.). Hold your own “Antiques Roadshow”, Recycling Day
Nature Craft Fair Mapmaking lesson, etc.

Ask local expets, teachers and historical societies for program ideas.

UseMysterious Califonia by Marinacci as inspiration for a reading log map of
California. Have patrons “visit” 5 or 10 places.

Hold a series of “Histoy’s Mysteries” lectures/movies on Beruda Tiangle,
Bigfoot, Crop circles, Atlantis, Rosetta Stone, etc.

Have a local historian conduct a cemetgrtour.
Have a community fieasure Hunt or Scavenger Hunt for all ages.

Check if your community has a GPSé&asure Hunt group.

What's most important?
HAVE FUN 1l

More Adult Summer Resources and Printables Online at:
http://www .summerreading.cla-net.org/resourcesadult2007.html

Stephanie Stokes Design
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