
Cryptic Crafts & Puzzling Projects 
 

 
 
Detective hats – Place one baseball cap inside another (you may have to do a bit of 
tacking in places with needle and thread to keep them together). The protruding bills 

will resemble a detective hat. Add a small yarn bow on top if desired. (CSLP manual) 

Nifty disguise – Cut one of the cups apart from an egg carton. Paint it with a skin tone 
colored paint (washable people colors are available from craft stores or at 

lakeshorelearning.com) and let dry. Glue the egg carton to the bottom of a pair of 
glasses using Tacky glue. Cut out a moustache shape from black paper and glue to the 

inside of the carton. More ideas for disguises are in the CSLP manual. 
Dust for prints – Write a message using white crayon on a sheet of white paper. Be 

sure to press heavily. Sprinkle on cocoa powder and spread gently with your finger or a 
brush. Alternative idea: press an oily or sticky finger on the side of a drinking glass and 

coat the fingerprints with cocoa powder. Brush gently so that the fingerprints remain. 
Place the sticky side of a piece of tape on the fingerprint. Lift off the tape and place 

on light colored construction paper. From cyberbee.com/whodunit/dusting.html. 

(CLSP manual) 
Mystery boxes – Decorate a small gift box and cut a hole in one side. Place an object 

inside for someone to identify by touch only. Boxes are available in bulk from 
papermart.com. 

Clue collecting jars – Gently glue small pieces of tissue paper on the outside of clean, 
dry baby food jars. Alternative idea: remove the lid from a jar and mold modeling clay 

around it. Carve designs using a small stick or pencil. Allow to dry and then paint. 
Brush on Modge Podge to give the jars a shine.  Inspired by Middle Eastern Crafts Kids 

Can Do! Sarah Hartman, 4/06.  
I spy collages – Cut pictures from donated or discarded books and magazines and glue 

onto construction paper. To use in a program, laminate them and let the kids circle 

images using dry erase markers or grease pencils (formally called Peel-off china 
markers at Office Depot). 

Tangrams – Create your own sets from construction paper or poster board using 
patterns and puzzles available at a site such as tangrams.ca. Laminate for longer use. 

Game suggestion: who can recreate a specific pattern the quickest? 
Puzzle piece necklace – Punch holes in puzzle pieces and string them onto leather or 

plastic wrapped string for a cool necklace. Place pony beads between the pieces. If 
the puzzle is small enough, use all of the pieces for a portable puzzle. 

Plaster treasure or clue rocks – Mix up a small portion of plaster of Paris (available 
from Michael’s). Line the cups of a muffin tin with foil and spoon in the plaster until 

about half full. Wrap a small prize or clue securely in plastic and place into the 

plaster. Fill the rest of the cup. Let dry. Pop out of the tin and peel off the foil. Paint 
the rock. Kids use a small hammer to chip at the rock and recover what’s inside. Place 

paper or a plastic bag underneath the rock before hammering (CSLP manual). 
Alternative for preschoolers – hide prizes and clues in plastic Easter eggs. 

Washcloth detective dog – Roll the edges of a washcloth from the outer to the 
middle. Fold the washcloth in half with the folded edges to the outside. These should 



look like four legs. Wrap a rubber band around the folded cloth about one third down 

from the top. Tie a piece of yarn in a bow to hide the rubber band. Fold the top 
slightly forward and wrap another rubber band about an inch from the edge to form 

the nose. Glue on googly eyes, a button nose, and stuff a small piece of red felt into 
the fold below the nose for a tongue. Cut out the shape of a magnifying glass from 

poster board and glue plastic wrap across the opening. Break off the handle from a 
black plastic soup spoon. Glue pieces of yarn across it to form an X, leaving enough 

length to tie a bow. Place a small black pompom on top. Glue the “hat” to the top of 
the dog’s head using Tacky glue.  

Fingerprint art – Use ink pads with washable ink to create original art. Have hand 
wipes or damp sponges nearby for getting ink off fingers. If your library still owns the 

Thumbprint art books by Ed Emberley, use them for inspiration. Fingerprint stamp 

pads are available at lakeshorelearning.com. 
Cipher wheel – Adapt the pattern in a book such as Spy’s Guide to Secret Codes and 
Ciphers to create your own. Place the inner letter A under the outer letter X to solve 
the following puzzle. zdwzk wkh uhdglqj exj 

Pocket denim notebook carrier – Cut out a pocket shape from two pieces of denim. 
Sew around the edges by hand or machine, or staple the edges shut, leaving the top 

edge open. Sew on a piece of ribbon approximately 2 feet in length to use as a handle. 
Decorate with puff paint (fluorescent/glow in the dark is fun). This may be used to 

carry notebooks, small flashlights, pencils, and more. (Inspired by Family Fun 
magazine, 10/06) 

Map carrier – Tape three toilet paper rolls together. Wrap with butcher paper. Cut a 

length of ribbon about three feet long. Secure the ends of the ribbon with tape about 
six inches from the end of the tube. Place maps inside. The rolled paper will conform 

to the shape of the tube but the ends may be pinched and taped shut if desired. 
(Inspired by Family Fun magazine, 10/06) 

Rex & Boots shadow puppets and stage – Directions and patterns are available from 
Swazzle Puppets. Print on card stock for durability. 

Look book - Cut pictures from a discarded or gift magazine. Glue onto construction 
paper. Place blank pieces of paper in front of each. Cut out a shape from the blank 

page which will reveal part of the picture on the next page. Have a friend guess what 
the pictures are. Inspired by Tana Hoban’s Look books. 

Mystery message bracelet – Thread letter beads onto a length of stretchy string a 
little longer than wrist length. Separate words by small pony beads. Tie the ends 
securely before wearing. Foam or wooden beads are available from Oriental Trading 

Company. 
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