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Pr ogr amming
& Enter tainment

Get a Clue @ Your Library”
& “YNK: You Never Know @ Your Library”

Presented By: Penny Peck, San Leandro Public Library Ppeck@ci.san-leandro.ca.us

Book Discussion Group s – one of my favorite programs, that can be done in even the smallest
library, is a kids’ book discussion group.  Not just for Oprah anymore!  In San Leandro, our Xtreme Readers
group is for 4th and 5th graders, and we get as many boys and girls, and approx. 35-40 kids per month, who
have all read the same book before we meet.  We discuss the book and do hands-on activities.  To find out how
to start a group, read Shireen Dodson’s book

THE MOTHER DAUGHTER BOOK CLUB , HarperCollins, 1997.  ISBN 0060952423,
or go to the
Multnomah County Librar y Website’s section on book discussion groups:
http://www.multcolib.org/guides/bookgroup/

You can also go to the California Center for the Book and see their
“Book Clubs in a Box” programs:  http://www.calbook.org/bcb/bcb.html

Here are some suggestions of mystery novels that will fit the Kids’  2007 theme perfectly, along with links to
book discussion guides with questions and activities:

Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken
Man Who Was Poe: a Novel by Avi
Who Stole the Wizard of Oz? by Avi
House With the Clock in its Walls by John Bellairs
Skeleton Man by Joseph Bruchac
http://www.multcolib.org/talk/guides-skeleton.html
Susannah and the Blue House Mystery by Patricia Elmore
Farewell My Lunchbag by Bruce Hale (Chet Gecko series)
http://www.brucehale.com/chetp1.htm
Bunnicula by James Howe (series)
http://www.easyfunschool.com/article1943.html

Letters from Camp by Kate Klise
Case of the Baker Street Irregulars by Robert Newman

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Bad Beginning  by Lemony Snicket
http://www.harperchildrens.com/webcontent/teachers_guides/
pdf/0064407667.pdf
The Case of the Lion Dance by Laurence Yep
http://www.multcolib.org/talk/guides-liondance.html
Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder
http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/egyp/egyptg.html
Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief by Wendelin Van Draanen
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Other Programs to do with Kids:

Mystery Scavenger hunt – Divide kids into groups of six, each with a teen volunteer to supervise
them while they are on the hunt.  You can color coordinate the teams and clues, so each team only
takes its own clues.  The hunt can be questions, such as “What is the Dewey Decimal number for
books on the FBI?” or “Find a book by Sherlock Holmes.” For more on how to do a scavenger hunt,
go to the book FAMILY PARTY GAMES by Peter Arnold, Hamlyn, 2005.  ISBN 0600612716.

Science Mystery Day – Hold a science day where you set up various stations demonstrating a
science project, with hands on activities for everyone.  Teen volunteers are a huge help with this.
For more ideas go to:
http://www.cla-net.org/included/docs/Briefings2003-Summer.pdf
http://www.cla-net.org/included/docs/Briefings-Summer2004.pdf

Thumbprint Ar t – After showing kids how to do fingerprinting
 (you can use the kit found at the Discovery Store, http://
shopping.discovery.com/storesservletProductDisplay?endecaSID=
10EB4BFBB2BF&langId=-1&storeId=10000&productId=
56001&catalogId=10000 ),
do Thumbprint Art using Ed Emberley’s
 GREAT THUMBPRINT DRAWING BOOK,
Little Brown, 1977.  ISBN 0316236136.

Disguises – theatre/movie make-up techniques with volunteers from
a local Drama club or college drama class.

Invisible Ink and Code Writing  – found in many books in our libraries.

History’s Mysteries – Winchester Mystery House, Mummies and Who Built the Pyramids?,  or other
historical “mysteries” can inspire some great do-it-yourself programs where kids hear about factual
mystery books, and do hands on activities.  http://www.winchestermysteryhouse.com/

Entert ainment/Professional Programs  – many great paid entertainment programs will also
celebrate the Mystery theme.  Be sure to check into:

Puppet Shows
Mystery and Magic
Plays

Free Guest S peakers  – some of our community partners can visit and speak to our audience about
their mystery solving careers, including:

Police and other Crimesolvers
Mysteries of Science (local science museums or science clubs)
Mysteries of Outer Space (planetariums, astronomy clubs)



Here are some suggestions of great young adult mystery novels
that fit our 2007 theme:

Sugar Skull: An Eve Diamond Novel by Denise Hamilton (who also speaks at libraries)
http://www.denisehamilton.com/book_clubs.html
Wolf Rider: A Tale of Terror by Avi
Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline Cooney (series)
Both Sides of Time by Caroline Cooney (series)
I Am the Cheese by Robert Cormier
Killing Mr. Griffin by Lois Duncan
http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780440945154&view=tg
Fate Totally Worse Than Death by Paul Fleischman
Who Killed Mr. Chippendale? A Mystery in Poems by Mel Glenn
Body of Christopher Creed by Carol Plum-Ucci
http://www.onebooknewjersey.org/2004_Archive/yarg_print.html
Ruby in the Smoke by Philip Pullman
Killer ’s Cousin by Nancy Werlin
http://www.multcolib.org/talk/guides-killerscousin.html
Coraline by Neil Gaiman
http://www.harpercollinschildrens.com/HarperChildrens/TeachersBookDetail.aspx?isbn13
=9780380977789&BDMode=7

Other Teen Programs

Mystery Graphic Novels:  many Graphic Novels have a mystery/spy/intrigue element, so you could use them
in a book discussion club, or have a program on the art of graphic novels.

Zines and Blogging: Have teens write their own stories, poems, or book reviews.  If you haven’t done a ‘Zine
before, I found this book helpful:
WHATCHA MEAN, WHAT’S A ‘ZINE? by Esther Watson and Mark Todd, Graphia, 2006.  ISBN
0618563156.

What’ s In Your Future?  Astrology, Palm Reading, Numerology, etc. You may want to bring in “game”
versions only if you are hesitant to offend any religious groups.

Mystery game night:  There are many mystery role-playing games available, with all the instructions on how
to do a Mystery Night.  Here’s the link to “How to Host a Teen Mystery Party” game:
http://www.amazon.com/How-Host-Teen-Mystery-Barbecue/dp/B00000IVPD/sr=1-14/qid=1162676170/
ref=sr_1_14/102-7857260-2141710?ie=UTF8&s=toys-and-games

Guest Speakers:

Vocational – Police, Detectives, FBI – this can include local Police Cadets, outreach speakers from the
California Highway Patrol on driving safety and how they solve mysteries involving drivers, etc.
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